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Ie 
A CHRISTIAN CRITIQUE OF COMMUNISM 
by Matthew Spinka 


Although the subject which I propose to deal with sounds abstractly academic, 
I do not intend to engage in a detached, pedantic disquisition of Christian and com 
munist ideologies. Rather do I conceive my task to be the formulation of an exis~ 
tential statement of our living faith on behalf of which some of our brethren have 
already suffered persecution in some parts of the world, and for which many more are 
likely to risk security. For we must realize that upon the issues of the conflict 
may depend the very conditions under which the Christian Church must carry on its 
work in the future, If ever Christians were confronted with stark realities, and 
had to deal with them both factually and with holy imagination, without self-delud- 
ing complacency as to assured results, but likewlse without panicky hysteria, this 
is the time, It is not for us to assume that victory in this strife shall be 
automatically ours no matter what we do or leave undone; nor are we warranted in 
assuminc that our Western Christianity is so impotent and decadent that there is no 
hope of averting the final catastrophe, Let us approach this subject with sober 
realism, without complacent over-confidences but likewise without defeatism which 
sometimes leads Christians to compare the utopian dreams of communism with the 
sorry actualities of secularized Western civilization which they confound with 
Christianity, to the detriment of a realistic judgment as to the relative merits 
of the case. 


If the aim of Marxian-Leninist-Stalinist communism be stated at its best - 
as an attempt to realize social and economic justice by a reorganization of human 
society, so that exploitation of man by man, poverty, and war would cease - then 
Christianity could indeed claim the same alms for its own, But on the one hand, 
Christianity goes farther in its demands, and insists that only by a spiritual 
transformation of humankind can a radical social cnange be achieved and on the 
other hand, Christianity rejects the means whereby communism seeks to attain its 
goals. It holds thatevil means are not justified by good ends. 


Ie In the first place, then, even if, for argument's sake, we regard com 
munism as a movement for a just organization of society - an assumption which has 
repeatedly been ziven the lie by the factual evidence based on what communists do 
rather than say «+ Christianity transcends communist aims by insisting that man shall 
not live by bread alone, The true significance of human life is spiritual, not ex- 
Cclusively or predominantly economic, The communist concept of good society, even 
in its maximal extent as given in terms of a classless society, is not radical 
enough; for it leaves out of consideration the spiritual element, But transformation 
of society is primarily a spiritual problem - not political or economic, Only the 
spiritual element can provide the dynamic needed for such a change. 


Implementing this conception, Christianity regards human personality as the 
highest value, ‘For wnat doth a man profit if he gain the whole world and lose his 
6ewn soul?" But the concept of personality is not identical with that of the bio- 
logical or sociological concepts of individuality. Personality is not a native, 
natural endowments; it is a hard-won ethical achievement, It is the conquest of the 
body-mind entity by the transformed spirit « a spirit which has surrendered itself 
to God. Good society is composed of such transformed personalities, There can 
be no good world unless mankind be spiritually changed, Whatever technological 
economic, political, sotiological, or cultural improvements mankind may achieve, 
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these are good and valuable only potentially: what makes them positively good is 
when they become means for the realization of the highest goal, the greatest spiri- 
tual maturity of mankind, They must be ethically controlled, for otherwise they 
may, and usually do, become instruments of perversion and destruction. According- 
ly, the worthiness or unworthiness of a given society may best be judged in accord. 
ance with this test: does it aim and tend toward the development of human person- 
ality, or does it regard man as a means toward some other end? Judged by this 
criterion, a society which places economic well-being as the highest human value - 
and both capitalistic and communistic societies do - does not rank very hirh. The 
economic system must exist for man's highest benefit, not man for economy's benefit, 


Communism then denies the spiritual nature of man; thence derives its anti- 
humanistic ethic, Vishinsky denied at Paris that man has any inalienable rizhts, 
But the denial of man as a spiritual being is indissolubly connected with the denial 
of God. For no one can believe in the spiritual potentialities of man ~ in the 
creation of man in God's image, to use a Christian theological phrase - who does 
not believe in the God who created man, Intelligent, logically consistent atheism 
must necessarily regard man as a psycho-physical organism, if not mechanisn, ani- 
mated by the incomprehensible thing called life, and driven by hunger plus a large 
variety of desires and passions, Old fashioned materialism could at least be logi-+ 
cal, But such a philosophy would prove utterly unsuitable for a revolutionary; 
for he must be able to play a free, creative role in order to change the world, 
destroy the old and create a new society, But Marx chose both to eat his cake and 
have its by defining his system of thoughtas "dialectical materialism", he wedded 
two incompatibles in a quarrelsome marriage. He insisted upon standing the Hefe- 
lian philosophy on its head by substituting matter for the Absolute Iddéa of Hegel. 
But strangely enough, his matter possesses a spiritual quality, and as such can 
never be harmonized with any realistic concept of materialism, which must necessarily 
be deterministic, Nevertheless, the spiritual qualities of matter are but an 
"opiphenonenon," a foam on the beer, a product of the fundamental reality, nane- 
ly, the economy of a given period. Marx wrote: "Religion, science, morality, 
politics, legislation, education, and art receive their content and their form from 
the procreative power of the material conditions and the economic necessities of 
their time." But if they are a mere product of the economic substructure, they 
possess no independent reality, Justice is then determined by economic conditions, 
and can never determine them, In such a case, if justice and injustice are both 
by-products of a given economic order, no basic ethical distinction can be made 
between thems moreover, it is a folly to expect that justice, if it be merely a 
by-product of the economic conditions, can change the very conditions which gave 
it rise. 


II, Christianity, therefore, rejects the materialistic, atheistic philo- 
sophy of comiunism, because the latter necessarily denies the spiritual nature of 
man3 but it likewise rejects the means whereby communism proposes to attain its 
goal. Among the latter may be named, in the first place, the use of force, war, 
as not only inevitable, but as inherent in the very nature of the historical pro- 
cess. The forcible overthrow of the capitalistic class by the only class free 
from the original sin of exploitation - the proletarian - is a basic dogma of the 
communist system, The old society cannot be reformed, or transformed by a gradual 
process of a democratic character; it must be destroyed, overthrown, eliminated. 
Communism is not a reforming, but a revolutionary, movenent. This is fundamental 
to a proper understanding of it~ To suppose that communism can be appeased, di- 
verted from its revolutionary task, by changes in the prevailing economic system - 
even by socialistic changes - is to be tragically mistaken in respect of the real 
character of communism, President Benes of Czechoslovakia made that mistake, for 
which his country has to pay dearly. Since communism denies spiritual unity on 
principle, the use of force must be substituted as the only means of unifying 
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society. To make force effective to a maximal degree, it mst be ruthless and 
brutal. Christianity cannot approve the use of violent means, ruthless force, as 
the primary means for the realization of a just social order, but only as a ree 
straint against disorder. It advocates a peaceful transformation of society, by 
retaining as far as possible the hard-won human rights and liberties, whatever poli+ 
tical system may prevail in a given country. It sanctions the use of force only as 
that is necessary for the preservation of peace, justice, and order, and allows war 
only as the last resort, where the alternative would be the greater evil, 


An objection may be raised that the recent expansion of communist power has 
been won without war, True; but not without a violent overthrow of the existing 
regimes, and without the use of force, The technique of “boring fron within", and 
the "cold war" which is at present waged in preference to open warfare, do not 
contradict the thesis that war is inherent in cormunism, They are merely cheaper 
and provisionally more effective methods by which the communists opportunistically 
adjust thenselves to changing circumstances; but they all aim to secure the sane 
revolutionary ands, The methods of fifth colunn infiltration, unscrupulous diplo- 
macy and propaganda, deliberate creation of industrial and political unrest, sub- 
versive activity in labor unions and other organizations, and countless other forns 
of underground activity on a world-wide scale, have been used with excellent re.- 
sults, In case of need, open warfare is always held in reserve, 


Since cominism is by its very nature a world-wide revolutionary moverient, 
the commnist state is organized as a dictatorship over all the resources of the 
country it dominates, both human and material. Such a goverment is of necessity 
totalitarian, Theoretically, this stage of development is temporary, and is to be 
succeeded by an ultimate democratic stage: for after the governnent, by means of 
tdictatorshin of the proletariat," had secured victory over its enemies within and 
without, it will presumably "wither away", to give place to the final stage of 
classless society wherein, as Lenin thought, any cook can run the show, Actually, 
however, one does not notice any tendency, or desire, for that matter, on the part 
of the Soviet regine "to wither away." Nor does it appear too healthy within the 
Soviet Union to make inconvenient references to this doctrine, although outside the 
Union communist apologists capitalize on it: Andrei Vishinsky, in his work recente 
ly published in this country, records that two prominent Bolshevil:s, high state 
functionaries - Krylenko and Pashukanis - were shot for featuring too proninently 
their faith in this apocalyptic dogna,. 


Being a totalitarian regime, cornmunisn claims the right of ethical autonony. 
Properly speaking, consistent communism should be amoral. For if ethics be but a 
product of a given economic order, all ethics cease to be ethical, Nevertheless, 
there is such a thing as comnunist ethics, Of course, this code differs radically 
from the "bourgeois" ethics. It may be summarized in the phrase that whatever is 
conducive to the victory of communism as directed by the Party, is right and ethi- 
cal; everything else is wrong. As Alexander Miller writes in his Christian Signi- 
ficance of Karl Marx; "It is pointless to indict Marxism because iv tolérates or 
even encourages ruthlessness, lying, and the weapons of terror, or because we find 
among the communists the kind of laxity in personal behaviour which conventional 
morality condemns..." For the highest loyalty of a communist belongs to his Party - 
not to some divine or natural ethical order of the universe, or to his nation, his 
family, or even to his personal convictions, All means, whatever their character, 
are good if they promote the cause. Accordingly, the sudden reversals of a given 
course of action ~ many examples of which could be cited in the careers of Molotov, 
Vishinsky, or Brower - do not imply change of principles, but merely a change in 
tactics, The objectives always remain the same. Among these tactical means, most 
useful are appeals to conventional ethics (secularized Christian virtues) - 
such as a concern for justice, indignation against tyranny or exploitation, 
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denunciation of warmongering, lip service to the cause of "peoples* will" and 
"true democracy," and the like, It is astonishing how many people mistake such 
stock-in-trade of the revolutionary propaganda for genuine coin. 


Christianity rejects all subservience to the modern half-gods in place of 
the true God. "Thou shalt have no other gods before me" is a paramount obligation. 
The Church insists that individuals as well as nations are subject to God's ethical 
order which may be defied only at the peril of those who revolt against it or neg- 
lect it. God is the Lord of all, whether or not they acknowledge Him as such; His 
will shall ultimately prevail. The rage of man camnot overthrow it. 


Furthermore, there is inherent in Christianity a demand for freedom, All 
spiritual life demands freedom, is impossible without freedom. No true ethical 
action is possible unless it is free, Although certain formal freedoms have again 
been granted to the Church in Soviet Russia, they still fall short even of the very 
restricted measure of freedom which the tsarist regine had eranted it ~ a measure 
denounced by comiunists themselves as a travesty. The Russian Church is once nore 
utilized by the state for its own purposes, Subservience to the state is the cost 
of whatever liberties the Russian Church possesses, The precarious’ situation in 
this rezard is well illustrated by the fact that the discriminating, illiberal 
laws which had been passed during the period prior to the change in religious 
policy, have not been rescinded. 


Qn 


In summing up the critique of the communist ideology and methods, it is 
evident, I hope, that there exists a fundamental incompatibility between the Chris- 
tian and communist principles and methods which cannot be bridged, There can be 
no such thing as Christian communisn, if the latter term be understood in the 
Marxian senses As the Amsterdam Assembly formulated the uatter, "the Church should 
seek to resist the extension of any system that not only includes oppressive ele- 
ments but fails to provide any neans by which the victim of oppression may criti- 
cize or act to correct it. It is a part of the mission of the Church to raise its 
voice of protest wherever men are the victims of terror, wherever they are denied 
such fundamental hunan rights as the right to be secure against arbitrary arrest, 
and wherever governments use torture and cruel punishnents to intinidate the con- 
sciences of men." But neither can there be an identification of Christianity with 
the laissez faire capitalism, Christianity mst never be used as a defense of the 
injustices or tendencies to injustice inherent or operative in the present struc- 
ture of society. 


Above all, it must be remembered that even though we may be wholly and pro. 
foundly convinced of the immeasurable superiority of the Christian cause over that 
of communism, the Church may still suffer an irreparable damage in the conflict in 
which the two systems are engaged by failure of Christians adequately and realis- 
tically to implement their faith, The fault is not that of Christianity, but of 
Christians, The conflict is no longer merely an ideological one; it has taken the 
form of a life-and-death struggle in many parts of the world, sor Christianity 
just as for communism, the primary concern is not merely to understand life theo- 
retically, but to change it. To pray, "Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven," lays upon the Christians the obligation to dedicate 
themselves to the realization of the kind of world they are praying for, The 
best critique of communism that Christianity can offer is to out think, out do and 
out love it. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
- in 2021 with funding from 
- Columbia University Libraries. 
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II. 
COMMUNIST PRACTICES IN DOMINATED AREAS 
by Euzene E, Barnett 


The backdrop of our discussion this evening is one of bewildering dinen- 
sions and complexity. world Christianity, World Cormunisn, World Crisis in Civili- 
gation, World Revolution, to say nothing of the World Power Struggle and the world. 
wide conflict of ideologies now going on ~ such is the perspective acainst which we 
nust try to view the questions before us in this evening's meeting, ‘What should 
be the next steps in our Christian approach to Communism? How, specifically, should 
we deal with situations likely to arise in Comnunist-dominated areas? 


I would like to suggest that our main concern is not with Commnisn as an 
economic system seeking to supplant Capitalism. While only a narrow and dogmatic 
view can accept Communism's economic determinism and its dialectic materialism as 
an adequate interpretation of history, we dare not brush aside its penetrating 
analyses of social inequalities and conflicts or the appeal which it is making to 
so many people in our time, Amsterdam was faithful to its Christian rule when after 
stating some of the reasons for the appeal which Communism holds for great masses 
of people, it called attention to the points of irreconcilable conflict which exist 
between Christianity and atheistic Marxist Communism, and then pointed out some of 
the sins and shortcomings to be found in Capitalism also, 


I am sure, however, that the attraction which Communism holds for nost of 
its followers does not lie mainly in its economic theories, but in the program and 
techniques of social change which it seems to offer, Sixteen months ago, in 
Rangoon, I had a long conversation with Thakin Nu, Prine Minister of Burma = a 
gentle and scholarly young man, a devout Buddhist and hinself not a Communist; yet 
standing at the crossroads in the history of his ccuntry, with one eye turned on 
Communist Russia and the other on capitalistic America, he had come to see in Russia 
the champion of the underdog and of change, and in America the champion of privilege 
and the status quo, That conclusion, illeinformed and unfair though it is, un- 
doubtedly exists in many quarters today. 


One recalls the Communist-inspired anti-Christian agitations which swept 
China in the #20's when Christianity was attacked as the agent of Western Inperial- 
ism, the enemy of change, and an obstacle which must be removed before the progress 
possible in a scientific age could be achieved. Incidentally, that episode in re- 
cent Christian history is highly relevant to our discussion this evening, That 
"religion is an opiate of the people", that missionaries are agents of imperialistic 
powers, and that Chinese Christians are "the hawks and hounds of the imperialists" 
were the familiar slogans of that period. Slogans were matched by action and at one 
time, out of 8,000 missionaries then on the China roster, only 500 remained in all 
of China's interiors the rest had fled to their homelands or taken refuge in a few 
port cities or in nearby countries, 


For the thousands of young Chinese who, in the '20's and since, have flocked 
to the Communist cause, or at least for nost of then, I am persuaded that the great 
appeal of Communism lies in the fact that it seems to provide effective techniques 
of change in a situation where changes are desperately needed, =~ a revolutionary 
program capable of doing a thorough job of it, While thousands of Chinese Commun. 
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ists have during the past quarter century received their indoctrination in Leninist- 
Marxism as elaborated by Stalin and Mao Tseetung, I venture the opinion that Con. 
munism is still winning most of its following in China because of the drastic pro- 
gram of social and political change which it appears to offer, 


But the challenge of Communism comes to Christianity at a deeper level still, 
It was the Jerusalem meeting of the International Missionary Council in 1928 that 
singled out secularism as the forenost rival with which Christianity (along with 
all religions) is now-faced throughout the world, In Communism we confront the 
articulate, organized and militant wing of that rival secular 'treligion". "The 
passion of anti-religious propaganda and persecution in Soviet Russia", said Nikolai 
Berdiaev a good many years ago, “is comprehensible (only) if Communism is regarded 
as a religion which aims at replacing Christianity," 


The pseudo-religious character which world-wide Cormmunism has achieved has 
long been noted: in the absoluteness of its clains unon its followers; in the 
dominion it asserts over the whole range of huiian thought and activity; in the 
dognatic authority it ascribes to Marx, Lenin, and Stalin and their writings; in 
the sense of inevitable destiny with which it inspires its "believers", in the 
loyalty superseding all. other loyalties which it excites in its followerss and in 
its missionary ardor to “evangelize the world in this generation,'' Such is the Come 
nunism with which Christianity finds itself confronted in our time - a Conmnisn 
which is out to build a new world, and in doing so, to remake human nature itself 
insofar as that is necessary. 


mMrithout revolutionary theory", declared Lenin, "there can be no revolutionary 
movenent,." Stalin, we are told, has steadfastly adhered to this dictun, as presun- 
ably Communist leaders generally have continued to dog It is not within ny assign- 
nent or competence to set forth what that theory comprehends, but let me mention 
three things about it because of their special pertinence to our subject this evens 
inge First, the Communist revolution is a world revolution, Second, Commnists 
fron other lands have gone by thousands to itussla for their indoctrination and train- 
ing in the theory and the tactics of that world revolution, And third, Communist 
leaders in nractice have conbined great flexibility in tactics with great clear- 
ness and consistency in their longerange strategy and objectives, 


Note by way of example how these three facts work out in a country like China. 
First, while the Communist program in that country addresses itself to indizenous 
problems, it is nevertheless carried forward as part of a world revolution, a revoe 
lution which must triumph everywhere if it is to succeed anywhere, and in which 
Soviet Russia is the acknowledged spearhead and accepted leader. Second, while Con~ 
munist leaders in China are Chinese, Russians aince 1927 being conspicuous by their 
absence from the imiediate scene, the Chinese leaders themselves have been trained 
in Russia or by Russianetrained leaders of their own, and with "good Communists" 
elsewhere they look to Moscow for their major lines of stratezy and tactics, And 
third, while at times and under certain conditions the regime may show tolerance 
toward alien elements under its control, it should not be hastily concluded that 
this represents change in fundamental doctrine or long-range objectives, instead of 
tactics dictated by expediency. 


A writer last July in a long article in the London Times describes three 
types of Communist. regimes which have appeared in Europe since VE Day, First, there 
have been, at least for brief periods of time, genuine coalitions in which Commun- 
ists and non-Communists have shared the responsibilities of governnent. Second, 
there have been what the writer called bogus coalitions in which certain posts have 
been given to non-Communists, but all real power is held by the Communists, And 
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third, there have been countries in which the Communists have gone all the way and 
established their one-party governnents, It would not be unfair, I think, to Com 
nunist doctrine or tactics to describe these three types of situations as three 
stages in the march of Cormunism toward its goal. 


In nost if not all countries, there are non-Commnists includinc sone 
Christians, who have concluded that they can make common cause with the Communists 
in overthrowing certain evils, and then can part campany with them before the third 
stage of totalitarianisn has been reachede Sun Yat Sen thought the same when in 
January 192), he admitted members of the Communist Party into the Nationalist Party, 
but in the spring of 1927 that coalition came to an explosive end, since when "all 
the Kine's horses and all the King's men have not been able to put it tocether 
again." As we enter 1949, multitudes in China, weary unto death with the status 
quo, appear ready to give the Communists a trial, noping that change even under 
them may be for the better and that immemorial character and custon will make 
Chinese Communists "different" from their more ruthless confederates in Russia and 
Fastern Europe. 


While obviously this hope should not be dismissed out of hand, we neverthe- 
less do well to keep in mind the special character and strength of the Comunist 
Party at the center of the present revolution ~ "q disciplined order of devoted 
adherents", as Sir John Maynard has described it, "more nearly resembling (a reli- 
gious order) than any of the. lax arrrercations of political sympathizers to which we 
are accustomed to apply the name of political party," It is this "small compact 
core consisting of reliable and hardened workers, with responsible avents in the 
principal districts, and connected by all the strict rules of secrecy" that has 
brought one country after another into the Communist orbit and sowed the seeds of 
revolution in many others. 


I an deliberately refraining from any detailed description of Communist 
practices in dominated areas, The mass appeal which the Communists make to the 
dispossessed and the discontented, and to many others sensitive to the miseries and 
oppressions of their fellowmens their readiness to liquidate unfriendly or unre- 
liable elements; and their skill in the infliction of exemplary punishnents de- 
signed to discourage counter-revolution, are well known. Well knowm also is their 
rejection of religion as a valid faith or philosophy in contemporary life and the 
pragnatisn with which they vary their tactics in relationship to religious insti- 
tutions as times and conditions dictate, 


For some in this roon, missionaries on furlough, and for nany fellow-workers 
in other lands whon we have in mind this evening, this matter of Communist donina- 
tion and how to deal with it has become a condition which must be met and not just 
a theory of intellectual interest. May I suggest, however, the importance of our 
taking thought with respect to both the theory and the condition by which we are 
confronted, First of all, that is, we must endeavor to understand Cormunisn. As 
the late Dr. Berdiaev pointed out years ago, "It is necessary for us to understand 
the truth bn Communism if we are to overcome its untruth." This observation of the 
outstanding Russian Christian thinker of our tine was no word of appeasement toward 
a system which militantly denies God, sees "the material life of societyse (as) 
primary and its spiritual life as purely secondary and derivative" (Stalin), and 
believes that its earthly paradise can be established only through class hatred, 
bitterness and warfare. It does recognize the ethical challenve in Cornmunisn's 
demand for the righting of ancient wrongs and its acceptance of man's responsibili- 
ty toward the shaping of his own history, It takes into account the heroes and the 
martyrs which Cormunism has inspired and the importance of understanding wherein 
this power lies. 
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I wonder if Mission Board menbers and staffs do not have an unusual vantage 
point from which to see world Cormunism in action, to observe its spirit, aims and 
methods, and to help Christians in America and among the younger churches to compree 
hend the nature and the meaning of this dynamic, not to say demonic, movement of 
our times. 


In the second place, Communism and its forthright rejection of religion, 
challences us to understand and practice Christianity better. One of the chief 
merits of John Bennett's little book on Christianity and Cormunisn is the surmary 
analysis and interpretation it presents not only of Communisn, but of Christianity. 
We do well to remember the revolutionary force that Christianity has been in history. 
And yet can we not see that too many of us so-called Christians have in the words of 
Henry Hodgkin been "inoculated with a mild forn of Christianity which has made us 
immune against the real thing,'t That brand of Christianity, accommodating itself 
too easily to things as they are, does not meet the demands of this period of revoe 
lutionary upheaval and change. 


As Christians, we dare not be content with things as they are, for the status 
quo holds little attraction for a zreat many people in our tine, It holds little at~ 
traction for people suffering the bondage of poverty, ignorance, and disease; for 
many millions of uprooted people; for people seeing no escape ahead from the de~ 
privations which too long have been their lots for people snarting under alien rule 
or exploitation and oppression from whatever quarter, The status quo has little 
attraction for young people for whom the road to a better future is always likely to 
look straighter and easier than actually it ise It is not enough for us to rail 
against the false promises with which Communism beguiles these people to deeper dis 
appointment, disillusionment, and frustration, The time has cone for Christianity 
to take leave of the defensive and to seize the initiative with a messare of God 
the Father of Mankind and a program which men once more will recognize as good news, 


Wherever Cormiunism is in control we nust expect difficulties in our proclana- 
tion of the Christian message, and in the programs of education, healing and ninistry 
to human needs in which the Church has been engazved. It has been sugzested that 
under Communism the Church is likely to pass through three phases or stages of expere 
iences first, a period of relative freedoms second, a period of restrictions; and 
finally, a period in which much of the program of the Church and its azencies may be 
declared illejtal and incompatible with the aims of the revolution, I am not sug- 
gesting that developments will surely take this course, but that we should be alert 
to the possibility and make ready for whatever cones, 


The conspicuous failure of the Society of the Militant Godless to wipe out 
religion in Russia illustrates what can be expected where Christianity has a strong 
hold upon the life of the people, The anti-Christian agitations of two decades ag 
in China dispersed the missionaries, scattered many Chinese Christians, and destroy- 
ed much Church property, yet in retrospect the ordeal is seen to have purified and 
strengthened Christianity in that country. The Church now must be on its guard not 
only against violence but even more against the more subtle perils of compromise. 


The Churches can afford greatly to curtail their activities, if official ree 
strictions make this necessary. But when an institution or prozran can be continued 
only at the cost of violating its essential Christian character and purpose it is 
better for it to close down than to keep going at that price, Numerous policy state- 
ments from China reflect a cormion conviction on this point. The Church may not be 
banned completely, even in non-Christian countries where Church memberships are comme 
paratively minute, thouch this has happened nore than once in the past. Should it 
occur afain we may well expect Christianity in the catacombs to show its visibility 
again. 
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What should missionaries do when their place of residence and work cones 
within the orbit of a Communist regime? Dr, Chen Chin-yi, speaking as ceneral secre~ 
tary of the National Christian Council to an audience of missionaries in Shanghai in 
April 1927, referred to the “unexpectedand "unparalleled" evacuation of mission- 
aries from the interior then taking place as a result of severe persecution, usually 
at the request or with the concurrence of their Chinese colleacues, and under defin- 
ite orders from their consular representative. He spoke regretfully thourch without 
a trace of reproach, Dr. SCG. Leung, speaking the other day as chairman of the 
National Christian Council to a group of missionaries in Shanghai, expressed the hope 
that at least a "task force of missionaries will find it possible to remain this 
time in every part of the country, The Christian Church, he pointed out, is inter. 
national and world-wide, and the presence of missionaries syjbolizes and stren¢thens 
this ecunenical character of the Church, Some of you know of the statement made one 
nonth ago by a group of Chinese Christian leaders in which they state their "convic-~ 
tion that the Christian Church in China needs missionaries more now than ever before," 
That "conviction leaves many specific questions unanswered and many difficult deci-~ 
sions yet to be made, but its implications provide a basic starting point, for such 
questions and decisions as they arise, 


The American missionary in a Comiunist doninated area must reekon with a posi- 
tion of unusual delicacy. The individual missionary may hinself be a "world Chrts- 
tian" in the best sense of that tern, but he is also the citizen of a country nore 
and more regarded as the chief obstacle, not to say enemy, of the Communist world 
revolution, In general, Protestant Churches wisely have refrained from identifying 
thenselwes with political parties in any country. actually American personnel are 
now working in certain Communist dominated areas in both Europe and Asia without com 
promising their Christian integrity and without involvement in political developments. 
Tine only will tell whether this possibility will go on indefinitely or will turn out 
to be a passing phase, Surely while preparing for the worst weshould hope for the 
best and with God's help endeavor to make the best come true. Commuunism does not 
change in a hurry, but our faith in God and in human nature forbids our accepting it 
as an inmutable fact in history. 


I close with the words of a group of Chinese Christian leaders speaking last 
month in Shanghai, "We cannot believe", they say, "that all doors will be closed to 
Christian witness and service, to medical and relief work, to Christian worship and 
fellowship, to demonstration of true Christian faith and love. God will close some 
doors to open others. God can make the wrath of man to praise Hin, With confidence 
in His sustaining grace and power, the Chinese Church faces the uncertain future. 

We pray that some of our missionary brothers and sisters will stand by us and share 
with us the perils and promises of this fateful period of Chinats history." 


These are the words of Chinese citizens speaking as world Christians, Their 
words are applicable to world Christianity facins: world Communism as it now does in 
all parts of the world, 
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COMMUNIST TACTICS IN PENETRATED ARRAS 
by T. Cuyler Young 


Any study of "communist tactics in penetrated areas" would concern most of 
the countries of the world, to be exhaustive. This short statement, however, can 
attempt only to treat of a typical area; and that selected is southern Asia in 
general and the Middle East in particular. Only two phases of the subject can be 
introduceds first, a sketch of some background on communist operation in the Middle 
East; and, second, a few indications of current communist tactics in the area with 
perhaps some questions pointing to the implications that the present situation holds 
for the Christian Mission in that part of the Muslim world, 


First, then, some background on the operation of communism in the Middle Fast, 
In this conection it is essential to emphasize 


(1) the continuous interest and operation of Russian communism in the 
Middle East for the last three decades; and, 


(2) that most of this period can be distinguished in three phases: 
(a) 1920=1927: ushered in by the Congress of the Peoples of the 
East at Baku in 1920 and characterized as a period of 

propaganda for an imminently expected revolution; 

(b) 1928-1934: inaugurated by the Sixth Comintern Congress at 
Moscow in 1928 and marked by anti=inrperialist propaganda 
vs. the West in general and Rritain in particular, while 
Russia concentrated on building “socialism in a single 
state" to serve as a base for the delayed World Revolutions and 

(c) 1935-1945: begun by the Seventh Comintern Congress which, 
without withdrawing any previous fundamental doctrines, 
changed tactics and invited cooperation with western capi-= 
talists vs. the threat of Nazism and Fascism, 


The Baku Congress of 1920 failed to raise the expected revolution among 
oriental peoples, The Bolshevist invasion of Iran in that year failed to effect the 
revolution in that country which one leading communist described as "the Suez Canal 
of the Revolution" ~ obviously referring to India as the goal and Britain as the 
adversary. Moscow discovered it had first to concentrate on the communization of 
the barder peoples within Asiatic Russia,y and beyond those borders to be satisfied 
with “harrassing the imperialist roar" = to use a Stalinist phrase, 


Consequently more important was the 1928 Comintern Congress as regards the 
Middle East. Its most important decisions affecting this area were: 


(1) The doctrinaire decision that there is the "objective possibility of a 
non=capitalist path of development for the backward colonies, the possibility of 
the tgrowing=over! of the bourgeoise-democratic revolution in the leading colonies 
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into the proletarian dictatorship in the other countries."#* This envisaged the 
fore-shortening of the revolution in Asia, even in the Middle East, skipping the 
various phases of marxist doctrine regarding the development of capitalism in 
these countries. This was laying the ground for the next opportunity of crisis in 
the Middle East. 


(2) Welcoming as the first step in this process the "bourgeoise=democratic 
revolution of nationalist, anti-imperial character" which had appeared in Turkey 
and Iran, and was being agitated by nationalists in Egypt, Iraq, and Syria. With 
these movements the local communist parties could temporarily cooperate, and, in 
some caseS, even unite; but always with the guarding of ultimate communist goals 
and the freedom of the party to continue the education of the people regarding 
those ultimate goals. The Congress particularly warned against the nefarious in= 
fluence of such "nationalist-reformist parties" such as the Swarjist and the 
Wafdist in India and Egypt, respectively. 


(3) Another important instruction in this field was that the transition from 
the bourgeoise=democratic to the proletarian revolution could be effected only if 
two basic conditions were fulfilleds the existence of a strong Communist Party, 
and the presence of certain objective circumstances described as an "unusually deep 
revolutionary crisis and an unusually high and persistent revolutionary wave." And 
to make it very clear when this could be expected, the Theses declared: "Such a 
possibility is most easily presented, for example, when the ruling imperialism is 
temporarily distracted by a long continued war outside the frontiers of the calonial 
country concerned." 


(4) Much attention was given to the means of building strong communist parties, 
briefly summarized as follows: give the parties a "genuinely proletarian" character 
by recruiting industrial and transport workers as well as "the semi=slaves in the 
plantations"; create Party nuclei everywhere, including working class tenements and 
barracks; do not neglect work among "journeymen, apprentices and coolies employed 
in small handicraft workshops"; introduce cautiously intelligentsia into the Party; 
promote tradewunions; create mass Young Communist Leagues; and = in the case of 
insurrection « promote the creation of elected soviets of workers? and peasants? 
deputies. 


Those were the lines of communist activity in the Middle East during the 
thirties, with actual accomplishment rather limited. Many were unaware of the acti-=- 
vity, but it was patiently laying the foundation for subsequent building, 


As for the Seventh Comintern Congress of 1935, which set the policy for the 
next decade, the primary object of commmists everywhere became the security of the 
Proletarian State, now threatened by German resurgence; and this overshadowed all 
other aspects of the colonial question, including the Middle East. The imperialist 
war was condemned and clearly world revolution was subordinated to and identified 
with the interests of the Proletarian State. Despite the fact that in the Middle 
East the sharp edge of revolutionary propaganda was turned away from France and 
Britain and all efforts directed vse Germany and Italyy the basic theses and strategy 
of World Revolution were not abandoned, 





#This quotation and those in the immediately following paragraphs are taken from a 
manuscript by Dr. George Lonczowski of Hamilton College on the subject of the re= 
lations of Russia and the West in Iran, soon to be published by the Cornell Uni- 
versity Press, For this section of the paper the author is heavily indebted to 
Dre Lonczowski. 
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All this became clear enough with the cessation of hostilities and an allied 
victory in 195, when the world entered a new phase of the communist movement. In 
the Near and Middle East this has been marked by steady pressure on Turkey, and per= 
Sistent infiltration and maneuvering for satellite governments in Greece and Iran. 
The state of the former is still critical, despite dollars and ews provided by the 
Truman Doctrine; and Iran only enjoys a respite from pressures; in spite of the fail- 
ure of the Azorbaijan tactics to take over this "Suez Canal of the Revolution." In 
Palestine andthe Arab World a communist flip-flop and support of Israel and parti- 
tion apparently is calcuk ted by the Kremlin to advance their revolutionary aims in 
the area; certainly it reduces British influence and prestige, even though it meets, 
strangely enough, at the oniy piace in Asia, the policy line of the United States. 


As for the present status of communism in the Middie East several significant 
features, for all their local variation characteristic of the whole area, call for 
attentions 

(1) Communism probably has its greatest appeal to the disillusioned, confused, 
and seeking youth of the areas a youth weaned from its moorings by westernization 
but unintegrated into a society still dominated by unreformed elders; a youth yearn~ 
ing for some cause worthy of its allegiance since the traditional way of life has 
lost its attraction; a youth that resents the arrogance of the West yet wishes its 
gadgets and a new standard of livinge Youth in all this is aided and abetted by 
many older intellectuals. 


(2) Wext to these, the greatest appeal of communism is to the increasing 
urban proletariat, Small as compared to the peasants, who are thus far little af~- 
fected, it is of growing importance, Because of the blatantly unbalanced character 
of Middle Eastern society, with the recent war accontuating the gulf between the 
very rich and the very poor, this proletariat is growing in self-consciousness and 
discontent. 


(3) Prominent amongst present communist techniques in the area is the agita- 
tion of dissident minorities, of which there are unfortunately all too many in 
western Asia.e Chief among those are the Armenians, Assyrians, and Kurds; and anyone 
who has followed the post-war tactics of the Soviets knows how these groups have 
been exploited. 


(4) The present communist propaganda tactics include the following: the 
steady liquidation of British influence and prestige in the area, to which end 
doctrinal purity and consistent conduct are often sacrificed; the studied casting 
of the United States in the major role of imperialist villain; the driving of as 
many wedges as possible between those two western powers; and internally the crea- 
tion of maximum friction, frustration, and fear among the peoples of the area with a 
view to preventing their economic and social progress, their internal and external 
solidarity. 


Yet despite the opportunity and all those efforts, it is probably true to 
state that the communists have passed the peak of their postwar effectiveness, They 
are busy preparing for the next chance, which they think will come with a world= 
wide depression originating in the United States; with the failure of the west to 
solve the economic and social problems of the Middle East; and, perhapss with war 
in some forme 


The three main reasons for this decline in present communist influence in 
the Middle East ares (1) A relatively clear-cut and determined policy on the part 


Ome, Sey as : oh: | | 
t= iret | | fe 
A a Rani | 
Boilie’: Ae ‘Bais asbierioouts Aoreadd gees. adt {ti souone “Peds “i oy ‘ac ole 
. a: - edebanglom" se datiminon: 889° ho eA, &, bosebita “igen voile afb te 
nq. bas! ev’ Ap otweenrg Nordin. 39 banka Godt, Bat ehde: tema - rn apres 
Lope beg: poset mt edits AE TINO T, . afl Lied be et gebeevotiee bee anya odes 
“edd the bob ron emmy: Dne: wrshiob of tigael «isd EF Ba" ELise eb atgarret ia sgh 
¢£bS% orit “to bqe nk Gosoms aot ih iige ot ¢ eyotas: Yino asst Dns .. waves s 
~» eT Meno burke 8 § ot te. .de 93 eee ately. ay G ener ae. -estiaed gape “MOS _ okt bed om 
iekiereg ond Let pe Mar’ Pane; % bE. got tog i. ie irwematoo 8. bLaoW, dork. ; ; 
, ‘an aks gruonéttuLowss jordans wba Gd ats one bo fears Bi Sot: hair 
, ak: ee ove hee nysmaeg : OF wine “ka 


eesvoom 2P gue? neva ite: ey. OMG. 4 SOLE hf 2%: 
a 1s 087 Ae Rai he eee fe 


eoatar® het se 13 a ay Ot et Likes Wea eee a ga A } 
ae ect ini, 1 Ieucvor tack : ee atid: a Aas le, Be feta aise eats “bat ‘tol ak? he 
vot Lice joey . ey rey, las by @ Dito bas fae 03 2 tok? eh eye Lge ae ie af ITE a ) 




























wbaew tase gbanb se = ibe, iB ad “ Assags. asd: oma edt 2 sich % ta ean peeeerines ie 
 potgsakasstsan Od einbtoom: etter. Bei Y dino s.gders ort So flduey 
mL TEOY Atwor, BY prebilo Beano err yd .O9e. EE: ittie ‘vie tose oot bewigsine 


, Ge at. sted oe. i. Bo 1" cae! feed La foo ie: cathe. pont 4 SO nh iets ihe Dis BIE: Sonwsldrrow: OPMAS “Bit ie 
Pek nattadn Foy . Jesh. attd, tq SoncKo TTA. ae) Dae gerd aac Satire. 8 gheveydircs = 
Wt be teed bus babze ai chad Lis ak siueY. pnival ae! erebibde wept’ 8 bers’ ot | . 

re Sa Maney * gzlen toed tetas tobLo “gina 


. 4 : 7 ; :  % : s , > a ~ . 
 pekagotons oft aah etme taungnoo Ae _t COTTE rhots ‘ae ee odd ‘ba tiott oe hae 
wit ate eel ae Fh “aero ope 8 ori. endn bye + ay Oey echt ah 7 Te yp meio: ee flame’ ts | cea 


sadoatcds ‘ivfonntedad wistiuad elo edt he. pregpe ‘ eacndocmed pntvosty to. Bk oh: 


su h4de (ae ‘ Ty i Ps Sy: a 
















, ic novieted tinh Sat ome ee noggs pe N srk! Fe At be se Qrukooe ‘rnsitet ih ‘to 

bite weyamid (S16 Tos, mi meiwomy ee “puedes Oe Dienst asi bil ott a Hott bird 
a oh = r 

wadige, ott af tite es ease tom, f9% 25% ron b Fete Rae ta ey 

fa PTO LE OF 2 52 ee “en fp! yeaLd}ror.io. tnebke akb. 

ed kl “~ ele 6: rt < oe a 8S EA ae nif arid ‘es “shone, DAOMS eb. : “eho lk $ ade 2 
gis it suo ive ‘ oR cn oat i nitsicd ; Fe eps cad ty pa tt paneer gre) fet ‘ oe 
‘gdh gtietive LLo%> efit “abu Lo sine ag dios share 58a tg dedaommoo siocony oft o 


teem fo thadte- ork Kb spi in corse ie ie. one 3 jos/inos* aude denn bea tind on 
as gc “bo sethy eb? amt’. ans flin: debtees regiie. $6 slo: sepem ond pt, eodkee bos eat : 
‘rhs poe Sit wired td Dec> pee wigan na) 2am, pwd cent: he versad ¢ oiditerod as eoybow ' 

itis Rots ony Mo ded Jd Ome. Loam Bere sich & soapy, ero RoR? page Bice 20 | 
ferrsdxe bris. fs if oitat tiatt - omg 1G Eotood! se OLMIS - bond apubdcioverty, ‘ot 





( 5a] vs F a : 1S, / ova a 


ob ORE a8 isdetts towdeod: hodg. 7 1 Fog ohF De eee over ete feumigo’ ott Jot x 

ot lb Lge leds Bee ims 2k, Aceh yas ne cofin ysortre-dken oid tol BAnhies oid VaR 
ot teat eae to aw Liew ate? righ be ree ose E bio gad? md yaiteakghys RoLEDK 
nov lw qedtited’ brat teend s CDi ett oct 30 humecattast ape ‘ant waco trond 


a, (od Suth eae adit et ihe. cadwatia, 99 fit tte’ bie andes ate Sdbavab: tok ie | 


4 is, : 7 a 


aa ts , 
Poo. qt ae won unt imma trogete.od onktoob. sted + eae enoseot, ual pene oft 


Westies ates: 
m2 > ay ~ 
ibe ~ i oo a Liar. ope ee 


Te 
‘Feng of} co yitLod koaikatodteb bare S ibaaest pitta & teh: AOR: ‘Poet 5 


III. - 


of the western powers. (2) The kind of power held by tribal chieftains, kings, and 
oligarchies that makes rebellion difficult if not impossible, (3) The theology and 
psychology of Islam as a religious way of life which stands sceptical of change in 
general and opposed to atheistic communism in particular, 


Now these are not absolutes, without need of some qualifications; nor are they 
the only reasons for this post-war decline in communist influence, But their gener- 
al validity can stand, in spite of the lack of space for elaboration and qualifica= 
tione 


The statement of these three points raises certain questions about the strat~ 
egy of the Christian Mission in the Middle East as it tries to meet the challenge of 
communism. 


(1) The fact that in this area there is a relatively clear-cut and determined 
policy on the part of the western powers throws into focus the problem of the rela 
tion of the mission and missionary to western civilization and the western state. 
The mission realizes that the continuation of western ideals of freedom are neces= 
sary to maintain the framework in which present missionary work is possible; that 
this helpful framework would soon disappear under communist domination, The mission~ 
ary who continues a citizen of his western homeland cannot escape certain obliga= 
tionss conscious though he be of the faults and failures of his culture, so effec= 
tively publicized by the communists, should he not regard it as a less evil way of 
life than that of Communism, offering him his opportunity to render Christian ser- 
vice to his friends in whatever community he finds himself? 


Yet this is a Christian Mission and the missionary a Christian. The ambassa- 
dor of the Gospel owes final allegiance to a Higher Court. Western culture and any 
western state must stand under the judgement of the Holy Lord of Creation and His~ 
tory who rules in this Court of Last Resort. Difficult as it is, especially ina 
Muslim country, the missionary should insist upon the distinction between his country 
and his churchy his culture and his faith, and refuse to be maneuvered into any posi- 
tion defending the indefensible; especially in this part of the world where Middle 
Easterners already know our western shortcomings only too well, without communist 
emphasis. 


Yet the mission and the missionary, even the church and the faith - as now 
comprehended = must go farther and know themselves alsoy along with all other men 
and institutions, to be under the judgement of Almighty God, ready to have "a change 
of mind" and to accept what may seem an impossible task and devastating circumstance; 
for it is not impossible that communism may be God's Scourge for the farther advance- 
ment of His Kingdom. 


(2) The kind of social system prevalent in the Middle East, with so much 
power residing in the hands of the privileged few, constitutes a paradoxical chal- 
lenge to the Christian mission and missionary. "Those that turn the world upside 
down" must foster a revolution that runs the risk of playing into the hands of those 
who are alas more skilled in the direction of revolution once it is aroused. Yet 
the risk must be taken. The Christian mission in the Middle East must ally ite 
self in no uncertain way with all those liberal elements that are trying to modify 
peacefully the social system for the benefit of the masseSe 


The Christian Gospel offers its exponent and advocate the opportunity of oute 
doing the communists when it comes to social ideals and action. Anything less than 
this will make the missionary an easy target for the communist in his propagandiz~ 
ing of the intellectuals, the youth, and the urban worker, These groups are the key 
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to the future in the Middle East and the ones most open to true Christian evangelism 
of a dynamic character. But are they the groups on which mission interest and effort 
are centered? The irony of the present challenge is that we ask the world mission 
of the church to capture abroad the very groups in society which at home the church 
is least able to hold and to inspire, 


(3) Finally we come to the role of Islam in the struggle against communism, 
to the relation of the Christian mission and missionary to Islam. I am not one who 
leans back unperturbed on the cliche that Islam will never open its doors to atheis= 
tic communism. "It can happen herej" No religious way of life, certainly not Islam, 
is so constituted that it automatically guarantees vse communism, To think so would 
be to deceive ourselvese 


Yet there are solid elements in Islam that make it difficult for any alien 
propaganda to succeed, as the Christian mission can attests: a strong conviction 
that the truth of Allah is theirs; a conservative, almost fatalistic, attitude to= 
ward change in general; and ancient, traditional organization and integration of 
society that for most until very recently was truly satisfying to the soul. Despite 
the governmental organization and political oligarchy pointing in the other direction, 
there is a very real and tangible spiritual and social democracy in the Middle Kast 
which, when allied with religio-cultural loyalty, very often senses the negation of 
all this in communist totaliterianism. Finally, there is the vivid religious 
nature of the orthodox Muslim which recoils from the atheism and dialectical mater- 
ialism of doctrinaire communism, 


In conclusion, I would suggest = or at least ask = whether it may not be poss-= 
ible that one approach of the Christian lfission to cammunism may not be a new ap-~ 
proach to Islam. Nowhere else in the world has the Christian Mission faced the kind 
of a task it has in the tightly-knit Muslim world; and nowhere else has it been so 
accustomed to measure its success so much in terms of the indirect affect it has had 
upon the thought and conduct of the society to which it has ministered rather than 
in the size and potency of the indigenous church it has founded. 


Without thinking of abandoning the goal of such an indigenous church to be a 
part of the emerging ocumenical community, contributing to that community its pecu= 
liar gifts, I would raise the question as to whether perhaps the time has come for a 
radical reappraisal of the relations of Christendom and Islam, Christianity and 
Muhammadanism, the Christian and the Muslim: looking toward the exploration of what 
we hold in common and how we may unitedly resist the communist paganisme 


Chezished truth and value in both faiths and ways of life, common to the 
foundations of both, are challenged by communism and self-preservation for each may 
call for the cooperation of both in a bold and dynamic fashion; and then the tra= 
ditional picture bequeathed by the centuries of misunderstanding may be discovered 
for what it is and each may find the other in new experiences to be actually differ- 
ent than this inherited picture, This need never compromise anything essential in 
the Christian faith; yet certainly we can trust the Holy Spirit to use it for the 
exaltation of Christ and the glory of God. 


It just might be the way to the fulfilment of the word of Jesus, "Except a 
grain of wheat fall into the carth and die, it abideth alone; but if it die, it 
beareth much fruit. Hoe that loveth his life loseth it; and he that hateth his life 
in this world shall keep it unto life eternal," 
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IV. 
COMMUN ISM!S CHALLENGE TO CHRISTIANITY 
by Kermit Eby 


Paradoxical as it may seem I have never been solicited to become a member of 
the Communist party of the U.S.A.e Thisy despite the fact that, doubtless because 
of my work, I have come in contact with many persons who are members of the party, 
Nevertheless, whenever I mention my failure to be invited to join the Marxist elect, 
the reactions of my friends are mixed. The more gracious ascribe the phenomenon to 
the adequacy of my personal philosophy and my independence of spirit. The less kind= 
ly, sometimes infer that I am more useful to the comrades outside the party than in 
ite 


Be the situation as it may, it is of no particular significance, However, 
certain of the experiences, which have been mine, may be of some importance in inter- 
preting the challenge of Communism to Christianity. I am a member of the Church of 
the Brethren, Every home, church and educational experience of mine emphasized the 
fact that I was born into the world for a purposee Unfortunately it has been my lot 
to experience some of the world and to become certain of my purposes 


To be specific, until September 15, I was Education and Research Director for 
the C.I.0. In this capacity I experienced intimately the power struggle which is 
contained in C.I.0. During the last year this struggle has made me increasingly un= 
comfortable. Frankly, I was unwilling to line up with the right against the left, 
not that I was pro=left, simply, that I was not pro=right = a pro=right that is con- 
vinced that the liquidation of Communism here and abroad is the answer to all our 
problems ® 


Before continuing, I should point out the obvious. There are two extreme 
poles of power concentration in the C.I.0., the Communist pole and the A.C.T.U. pole 
(Association of Catholic Trade Unions). Both receive their impetus and inspiration 
fron without the C.I.0. Both believe the control of the C.I.0. is part of the 
struggle for the control of the world, In between, are the members of the flounder= 
ing center, people often without a base and weak because of lack of coordinated pur~ 
pose. It is to this center that I am emotionally attached. Because of this attach= 
ment, I hope to give the remainder of my life to the development of young people, who 
are socially and economically radical and absolutely non-authoritarians 


Before continuing, it is important that we examine the challenge of Communisn, 
not that I am convinced that the historical challenge of Communism will be met in 
conferences like this or in other gathering of intellectuals, Frankly, itis ny 
conviction that Communism!'s challenge rests in the hope it offers to the depressed 
masses of the world. They, the naked, hungry, and oppressed are looking for an es- 
cape from their misery, and either we or the Communist will supply the answers to 
these oppressed of the world, 


Believing, therefore as I doy namely that the counter-revolution can only 
succeed if it becomes more radical and more humanitarian than the Communist,=- it is 
obvious that I would be increasingly uncomfortable as reaction increased here, and 
the drift to war accelerated. Reaction or war it seems to me will never succeed in 
obliterating the challenge of Communism, If anything, it will create the conditions 
on which Communism thrives, It may be an exaggerated statement, but I am convinced 
there are many persons and influences in the world who hate Communism so intently 
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that they believe war with Russia and liquidation of America's Communists is desir~ 
able, 


To such people, Communism is the anti-Christ. Like fascism it is the absolute 
evil, so evil it must be eradicated if necessary by "burnings at the stake't and war, 
Frankly, as violently as I detest totalitarianism, I am convinced that Communism is 
a heresy, not the anti-Christ. In other words, its emphasis on job=security, racial 
equality and peace (after the revolution) ,accounts for its appeals and if this is so 
we must be more radical for better reasons, and meet the needs of the world, 


In order to understand our dilemma, we must be sensitive to the nature of the 
@ontemporary world, particularly labor which here and around the world is coming into 
political power, 


American labor leadership has its roots in the great depression of 1931-32, 
Those who lead labor are determined never again to walk the bread lines of America. 
Perhaps, the most significant historic fact to know is labor's determination never 
again to accept the business cycle as an act of God. If we can plan for war, we must 
plan for peace, labor insists, After all, labor argues that the 9,000,000 unemployed 
in 1939 only went to work when Europe went to war. And when we went to war, innum- 
erable millions of workers had tomato juice, meat and decent clothes for the first 
timee We produced both guns and buttere Now, we are enjoying maximum employment, 
producing the goods to fill the vacuum produced by the World War II and preparing for 
World War III. Sad, isn't it, that our capitalist economy has only been able to 
solve the problem of unemployment when preparations for war, war, or its aftermath, 
uses up our surpluses. 5Sit it was with Germany, and Japan, and now, us§ 


Out of such facts communism breeds, Fundamentalist Marxists insist that de-= 
pressions and war are inherent in Capitalism. It is our responsibility to prove that 
they are wrong; to prove that we can build houses, schools and playgrounds; provide 
food, and educational opportunity, in other words, to strengthen our economic insti- 
tutions, and thus our political ones. 


Perhaps it can best be expressed by saying we must put human rights above pro= 
perty rights, men above machines, During the depression, for examplc, Robert Nathan 
tells us we lost some $300,000,000,000 of wealth thru idleness, wealth which trans- 
lated into production would have face=lifted America, cleared its slums, re-built its 
schools and conserved its resourcese 


Eighteen million unemployed and 300 billions of wealth lost is more than we 
can comprehend, Only sensitivity to the tragedy of individuals gives these statis= 
tics meaning. And such sensitivity is a by-product of a clear understanding that a 
man achieves a full expression of manhood when he as husband and father meets the 
needs of his wife and children. 


We have three children, the youngest is seven. And as I once wrote in an 
article entitled "A Lolly-Pop for Danny," we play a little game when I have been away 
from homee He meets me at the door, and asks if I have anything for hin, I hesitate 
and say, "Why should I have something for you?" And he looks at me with disappoint- 
ment in his eyes, I reconsider and look in my pocket and pull out some gum or candy, 
And as I give it to him, his faith in me is restored and mine in myself affirmed, 


Thus the need of all men is expressed in the needs of oneée 


Today, greatest challenge is the achievement of man's economic necessities, 
without destroying his personal freedom. We want bread but not at the price of 
slaverys 
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Ever since my interest in this, I have speculated on the difference between 
the labor movement in Britain and elsewhere, Why has Britain and British labor 
movement avoided the pitfalls of dictatorship? Why, ina sense, have they maintain-= 
ed a finer socialism than the Russians whose Marxism has been corrupted by Peter the 
Great? Recently, I asked this question of a brilliant editor of "Labor and States- 
mene® His reply surprised me, British labor, he said, grew up with the Chapel, 
the Methodist lay ministry, and the cooperative, And the idealism from these sources 
still permeates it. 


If he was right, the lesson is obvious, The direction of American labor, yes, 
even American Democracy, will be dtermined by our ability, yours and mine, to grow 
up with it = and to maintain our ideals as we do so. Christianity then can meet the 
challenge of Communism in the realm of Economics by translating the abstract concepts 
of justice it preaches on Sunday into specific programs of action on Monday and all 
the other days of the week, Frankly, such a translation demands among other things: 


(1) Long range democratic planning for peacetime production. 

(2) The substitution of cooperative and group ownership for corporate 
exploitation and monopoly. 

(3) The development of a system where increased productivity means 
increased wages as well as profitse 

(4) A living annual wage for everyone willing and able to work. 

(5) Inclusion of the worker in the planning of production. Real 
labor-management relations. 


Without elaborating these points permit me to say that here and throughout the 
world, the workers are turning away from the Church because it offers them platitudes 
when they are looking for bread, If we would win those who live next to the stark 
realities of life, we cannot offer them simply “pie in the sky, by and by," 


As recently as September 27, 28, 29, I attended the meeting of the U.S, 
National Commission for U.N.E.S.C.O. of which I am a member. At this meeting the 
chief concern of the Conference was Russia, the impregnibility of the iron curtain, 
and to some extent the inevitability of war, There was little "mea culpa" at the 
meeting, and at times our self-righteousness sickened me not a little bit. 


Up to date U.N.E.S.C.0, has held no meetings in the south for reasons which 
are obviouse Perhaps we have no iron curtain, We certainly have a silken one which 
makes it impossible for even cultured Americans to escape one of the tensions which 
lead to war, and incidentally give the Communists one of their strongest talking 
points. 


In 1933, when IT was in Japan with the Friends good-will mission, I learned one 
of my most poignant lessons, when the Japanese students asked me, "Why do you send 
us missionaries who preach the brotherhood of man, and tolerate an Exclusion Act, 
which violates it?" 


Incidentally, I never discovered a satisfactory answer, However, I was im- 
pressed when Commander Morrison, the great naval historian, included the Exclusion 
Act among the two most important factors which contributed to the victory of the 
military party in Japan. 


Now to return to the iron curtain; no matter how impenetrable it is, know. 
ledge of the fulfillment of the promises of democracy will always penetrate it, and 
frustrate those here at home who would exploit our hypocrisy for their own ends, 
They tell me racism is not a besetting Soviet sin, 
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The argument might be pursued even further. For example, I never could under~ 
stand why I should keep silent about imperialism in Indonesia just because Harry 
Bridges and Joseph Stalin had discovered it. Nor why the magnificent precedent we 
set in the Philippines and the British in India should not be applied wherever men 
are struggling for their freedom, 


Again I am sure such affirmative action would ring the bells of history so 
resonantly that no iron curtain could shut out their reverberations, Perhaps my 
amoyance with well intentioned liberals reaches its height at this pointe We know 
so much and do so little. Sometimes I think we spend so much time looking under the 
beds for Communists, we neglect the tasks at hand. Personally, I would like to have 
the Communist look under the bed for us, for a while. Herman Rauschnig expressed the 
idea more adequately when he said "Democracy must make the positive values of love 
and justice more meaningful than the Nazis make the negative values of hate and in- 
tolerance if they would triumph in the contest for the German mind." Paraphrasing 
Rauschnig, I would say that we Christians must insist, in season and out, on the 
brotherhood of man and all that it means in the everyday relations of men and na- 
tions. For, could it be possible that men can unite against some real or imagined 
enemy like Communism, more enthusiastically than they can unite in the achievement 
of the promises of Democracy. 


In the area of race relations as in economics, we who work for Democracy must 
not be content with just a little Democracy, f@ a little is not enough. As I have 
already intimated, job security, racial equality and peace (after the revolution) 
are the three most emphatic claims of Communism. 


For the moment it might be of some value to examine the international problem. 
According to my way of thinking, it offers the same dilemma. Do we as a nation line 
up with the right wing reaction because of our hatred of Communist totalitarianism? 
In other words, in a Europe which, I am convinced, wants nothing more to do with a 
decadent capitalism, do we encourage the Social Democratic forces which would social 
ize their economy and maintain their liberty, or do we line up with their enemies? 
Are we doomed in our blindness to drift without any particular goal in mind save 
alliance with reaction and war? 


I am not convinced such drift is inevitable. And I am doubly convinced that 
the determination of our foreign policy and the direction it takes will be decided 
by you and me when we cast our vote in our local, congressional and national elec= 
tions. Specifically, if the forces of conservatism triumph here, our foreign policy 
will be increasingly conservative, and conversely if our domestic policy is more 
liberal our foreign policy will be increasingly so, 


Therefore, as always, the decisions are ours and they make it mandatory that 
you and I participate in the politics of our unions and the political party of our 
choice. 


Recently it was my opportunity to speak to several hundred ministers and other 
church workers who had come to Vashington to lobby for peace. Many of them had come 
to Washington for the first time. As emphatically as I knew how I stressed two 
points when I addressed thems 


(1) Opposition to U.M.T., as important as it was, is not enough. 
Peace will only come as we avoid the tensions which lead to war, 
Therefore F.E.eP.C. legislation, housing, etc., are also of concern to us. 
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(2) It was in a way immoral for ministers and others who probably believe 
politics corrupt to lobby the products of a corrupt process, Lobbying 
as important as it is, is never so important as direct political action 
at home in ward and precincte And as every preacher knows, the caucus 
is the most important event of all in the political process, 


My red=bearded Dunkard grandfather used to preach quite vehemently when I was 
a boy in the Bango church in Northern Indiana on the "sins of omission." I don't 
think I really understood what he meant until I experienced government by default. 
And so by way of summary, permit me to say once more that foreign policy is not 
separate and distinct from domestic policy. And furthermore the forces which win 
out in America will seek their natural counterparts around the world, 


There is much more which might be said in a discussion of Communism's challenge 
to Christianity. It seems to me I may have said enough. All that I have said can be 
resaid in a few words. Christians must be more radical than Communists, and never 
forget what Emerson meant when he said, "Tho end pre=exists in the means," 


A year ago last Thanksgiving I was in Paris with U.N.E.S,.C.0. Thanksgiving 
afternoon and evening we were the guests of the American ambassadore Before the main 
meal was served we were offered giant cocktails, great piles of sandwiches were stack~ 
ed on the tables for us to eat, lest we starve before the main meal was served. When 
dinner was served, it shrunk into insignificance the meals of Pennsylvania Dutch 
Indianae We had three kinds of meat, turkey, ham and roast beef; a different wine 
was served with each meate Champagne was served as swiftly as it was consumed. Vege= 
tables and salads interspersed the meat courses. The chief course was followed by 
desserts and coffee, which in turn was followed by fruit. As I ate, I began to think 
(perhaps I should not have remained sober) and as I thought, I said to myself: now 
I understand Veblents theory of ostentatious spending, Just a little bit disgusted, 

I thought that this is why the Communists would liquidate us ~ and perhaps right— 
fully So0e 


All would have been well, had I not accepted an invitation to a similar af~ 
fair given by the C.G.T. (French Federation of Labor), If anything, this new elite 
was wors€e The foods were stacked even higher and the wine flowed more freely = and 
the new elite was dedicated to the uplift of the proletariat. 


In between these two dinners I visited some schools with 4 Quaker relief 
worker. I noticed the childrents lunch consisted of cold, boiled potatoes or black 
bread and onions, if they were lucky. 


U.NeEsS.C.0. seeks to serve children, the C.G.T. is dedicated to the revolu- 
tion, The Quakers serve without being corrupted perhaps, because they “suffer with 
those who suffer." I am sure I do not know, but also sure I understand them better] 
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